Brand change

Morphine ampoules

The funded brand of morphine ampoules is changing, as a result of Pharmac’s
annual tender process.

The current brand, DBL Morphine Sulfate (Pfizer), is being replaced with
Morphine Sulfate (Medsurge). Both brands are morphine sulfate pentahydrate
solutions for injection.

The new brand was listed in community and hospital schedules on
1 October 2022. The brand change will affect all strengths of morphine
ampoules, namely:

e 5mg/mi

e 10mg/ml
e 15mg/ml
e 30mg/ml.

Packaging for the new brand will look different, and the colour-coding signifying the
strength of morphine ampoules will change.

Careful attention is required to ensure the correct strength of morphine ampoule is
selected for administration.

Changes to colour-coding mean extra vigilance required

Both brands of morphine ampoules use colour-coding to signify strength; however, these
colours do not exactly match across brands, and the new brand has some colour codes
that are very similar between strengths (see chart). Specifically, Medsurge has brown
colour-coding for both the 15mg/mL and 30mg/mL strengths, although the shade
differs.
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New ampoules colour-coded

Individual morphine ampoules of the new brand exhibit the same colour codes as their
specific packaging; the current brand does not have colour-coded ampoules (see chart).
Morphine solution is presented in pre-scored One Point Cut ampoules that can be
opened easily and safely, reducing the risk of splintering and/or sharp edges.

Compatibility

Morphine may sometimes be mixed with other medicines prior to injection. All strengths
of DBL Morphine and Medsurge morphine ampoules are the morphine sulphate
pentahydrate salt, are preservative free, and contain the same excipients. Therefore,
Medsurge brand morphine compatibilities are expected to be the same as the DBL
brand.

Medsurge Morphine Hydrochloric acid, Thiopentone: forms an 3.2-4.5
Sulphate sodium chloride, water inactive preparation when
for injection combined
DBL Morphine Morphine Hydrochloric acid, Thiopentone: forms an 3.2-4.0
Sulphate Sulphate sodium chloride, water inactive preparation when
for injection combined
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Colour comparison chart

5mg/ml strength

Medsurge (new brand) DBL Pfizer (incumbent brand)
CONTROLLED DRUG B1 CONTROLLED DRUG B1
KEEP OLT OF REACH OF CHLDREN L T
MORPHINE SULFATE 5 ma/1 mL I @&
morphine sulfate pentahydrate 5 mg in 1 mL DBL Morphlne Sulfate
Solution for Injection H 1
For intravenous, intramuscular or subcutaneous use Inle,(:ﬂon BP .
Preservative free morphine sulfate pentahydrate 5 mgin 1mL

& 5x1mL
ampoules

AUST R 308714

5 ampoules

/——,\ Sotton for injoction
ME DSURGE E)?:s:;e and odministration: Piease read enclosed Ieom
. e AUST R121754

New brand: Pink-hued colour code
Incumbent brand: Pink-hued colour code

Although colour-coding for both brands is pink, the shade of pink differs between brands

10mg/ml strength

Medsurge (new brand) DBL Pfizer (incumbent brand)
CONTROLLED DRUG B1 CONTROLLED DRUG B1
POSSESSION WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL POSSESSION WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN KEEP QUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
MORPHINE SULFATE (10 mg/1 mL 1A (Pfized
morphine sulfate pentahydrate 10mg in 1 mL DBL MOI'phlne SUlfate
Solution for Injection 1 H
For intravenous, intramuscular or subcutaneous use In'echon BP

Preservative free morphine sulfate pentahydrate 10 mg in 1mL

10 mg in

5 ampoules

Solution for |n|ef.1|nn
For sub: ular use
M E DSU RG E Dosage and administration: Pleuse read enclosed leaflet

AUST R 101240

B 5x1mL “\:u.‘a
ampoules B 0 c %
an\;\ew;

instructions

AUST R 308718 588 feverse

New brand: Yellow-hued colour code
Incumbent brand: Yellow-hued colour code

Although colour-coding for both brands is yellow, the shade of yellow differs between
brands
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15mg/ml strength

Medsurge (new brand) DBL Pfizer (incumbent brand)
CONTROLLED DRUG B1 CONTROLLED DRUG B1
POSSESSION WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL POSSESSION WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
MORPHINE SULFATE @ I @
morphine sulfate pentahydrate 15 mg in 1 mL DBL" MOl’phlne Sulfate
Solution for Injection H H
For intravenous, intramuscular or subcutaneous use In|ech°n BP .
Preservative free morphine sulfate pentahydrate 15 mg in T mL

B S5x1mL
ampoules

AUST R 308715

Fur npem ng ;
see leuerse

5 ampoules

/—_\' Solution for |n|echur|
MEDSURGE osage and camnhaton lcke e endosed et

AUST R 101243

New brand: Chocolate brown colour code
Incumbent brand: Chocolate brown colour code

Note the new brand has brown colour-coding for both the 15mg/ml and 30mg/ml
strengths, although shades differ

30mg/ml strength

Medsurge (new brand) DBL Pfizer (incumbent brand)
CONTROLLED DRUG B CONTROLLED DRUG B1
POSSESSION WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL WITHOUT AUTHORITY ILLEGAL
KEEP QUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN KEEP DUTOF REACH OF CHILDREN
morphine suLraTe CETRDY I @
™
morphine sulfate pentahydrate 30 mg in 1 mL DBL MOfPhlne SUIfGte
Solution for Injection |niecﬁ°n BP
For intravenous, intramuscular or subcutaneous use . .
Preservative free morphine sulfate pentahydrate 30 mg in 1 mL
& 5x1mL 30 mgin
ampoules
Fur opening
AUST R 308721 EEEY w
5 ampoules
Solution for injection
r\ Do o e e ancioted el
MEDSURGE e AUST R121755 !

New brand: Reddish-brown colour code
Incumbent brand: Pink-hued colour code

Note the new brand has brown colour-coding for both the 15mg/ml and 30omg/ml
strengths, although shades differ
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Morphine ampoule appearance

Medsurge 10mg/ml (new brand) DBL Pfizer 1omg/ml (incumbent brand)

New brand: Colour-coding is on the ampoule label

Incumbent brand: No colour-coding on ampoule label
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