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To all interested in or involved with antimicrobial guidelines development

Téna koutou,

We are delighted to share that we have recently received support from Te Niwha to study and improve equity
in antimicrobial use in Aotearoa. As part of this project we plan to develop and deliver national antimicrobial
guidelines for Aotearoa that will serve as the standard for antimicrobial prescribing. We will also develop
reporting systems that feedback antimicrobial data to identify inequities in the treatment of infectious
disease, promote appropriate antimicrobial therapy, and facilitate research.

Currently, we have at least six different Te Whatu Ora district or regional antimicrobial guidelines
developed by various hospital-based antimicrobial stewardship groups across the country. Alongside these
are Community HealthPathways (all districts), Hospital HealthPathways (some districts), and bpacnz
primary care guidelines. Thus, our small country has considerable duplication in antimicrobial guideline
development, as well as variation in content and accessibility. An equity focus is generally lacking, and
some of these guidelines require updating.

We will work transparently, inclusively, and collaboratively with Maori, Pacific people, experts in

antimicrobial use and infection, and key organisations and groups to:

1. Harmonise existing antimicrobial guidelines into a national antimicrobial guideline;

2. Develop a freely accessible ‘app’ and desktop version of the guidelines with an interface suitable for
connection with existing resources including HealthPathways, NZ Formulary and prescribing software;

3. Create a promotional package to launch the national antimicrobial guideline and facilitate uptake
amongst clinicians, health organisations and the wider community.

This letter serves to introduce our work on development of a national antimicrobial guideline. We need to
engage specifically with many groups and organisations essential for the success of our project including (but
not limited to) existing antimicrobial stewardship groups, Te Whatu Ora, Te Aka Whai Ora, Manat( Hauora,
Pharmac, HealthPathways, He Ako Hiringa, and NZ Formulary.

At this stage we are just beginning to plan the next steps and we hope that you will contact us to share your
ideas about how we can best keep you informed about our progress.

Key contacts for guideline content development (Sharon and Sarah), guideline delivery (Eamon), and the
broader project (Steve, Karen or Lily) are below:

e Guideline content, and stakeholder list: antimicrobials@cdhb.health.nz
e Guideline delivery: EamonD@adhb.govt.nz
e Other enquires including media: s.ritchie@auckland.ac.nz

karen.wright@auckland.ac.nz
lilyfraser@gmail.com
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Please share this letter amongst your networks. We hope we can partner with you to develop an essential
resource for Aotearoa and look forward to your support.
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